
 

 

 RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO. 108 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

October 16, 2014 

President Durst called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 8:30 a.m. on 

Thursday, October 16, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 

Colusa County, California. 

 

Trustees Present:  Fritz Durst, Mike Miller, Roger Cornwell, Sean Doherty, and Jon Leonard  

 

Trustees Absent: None 

    
Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Don Huff, Landowner 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager  Cameron Kaelin, Landowner 
   Chad Navarrot, Operation Manager Candy Dormer, Landowner 
   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary Tom Hayes, Landowner   

Beverly Wall, Bookkeeper   Rob Meyers, Landowner  
Kevin O’Brien, Legal Counsel     Pat Gallagher    
    

Agenda – It was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Doherty and unanimously 

approved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

President Durst opened the forum for discussion and questions.  There was discussion 

regarding how the Sacramento River was operated during the 2014 water season and possible 

scenarios for 2015.  The Settlement Contractors hired MBK Engineering to complete a 

forecasting tool for the Sacramento River system to evaluate potential 2015 scenarios to 

anticipate actions that would be beneficial under those circumstances. It has been suggested 

that the Settlement Contractors create a JPA to work on water issues impacting the CVP. 

 

President Durst stated that the District will be working on setting up a Landowner/Water User 

meeting in December to begin working on SBX-7 pricing structure that would reconfigure water 

rates to comply with volumetric billing requirements.  

 

 

 



 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Public Participation:  There was no further public participation at this time.  

 

Consent Agenda – After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee 

Miller and unanimously approved, to approve the consent agenda as submitted. 

  

Accounts Payable 

After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and 

unanimously approved to approve the October Accounts Payable: Maintenance Fund in the 

amount of $270,615 and on-line payments to be ratified in the amount of $25,564; and Irrigation 

Fund in the amount of $88,266; and online payments totaling $32,418 for PG&E. 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

1. Operations Report – Operations Manager Navarrot reported that Landowner Don Huff 

would like to fill in drain ditch No. AG1 and route his drain to the south of his Field No. 94B.  

Abandoning this drain would have no impact on other lands since it only drains 94B.  After 

further discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Miller and 

unanimously approved to abandon Drain No. AG1 at landowner expense. President Durst said 

that it would be the appropriate procedure for any abandonment of canals and/or drains to come 

before the Board for approval with all information needed to make a decision, including any 

impacts to other lands. 

 

2. Water Operations Report  

 Current Year Water Status – Assistant Manager Busch reviewed the water 

supply summary table.  The District should have a balance of about 17,250 acre-feet at the end 

of October.  The only Project Water Used in 2014 was transferred to Colusa County Water 

District and Dunnigan Water District. 

 Copper Sulfate Policy – Assistant Manager Busch presented a draft policy on 

Copper Sulfate Application in Canals for Board review and approval.  After discussion, it was 

moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Miller and unanimously approved to adopt the 

Policy on Copper Sulfate Application in Canals.  A copy of the Policy is attached hereto and 

made a part hereof. 

 

3. Knights Landing Outfall Gates Fish Passage – Manager Bair gave a presentation 

regarding the pending efforts to develop a cooperative approach to resolving Phase 2 of the 

State Water Resource Control Board’s update of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan. 

Manager Bair reported that the Bay-Delta Water Quality Plan has been delayed due to the 



 

 

drought.  The proposal being developed as a potential solution focuses on a balanced approach 

to habitat improvements for all life-stages of Salmonid species in the Sacramento River System 

where previous plan updates focused more on additional water.  One such project is the 

prevention of adult migrating Salmon straying through the Knights Landing Outfall Gates.  In 

2013, a significant portion of the adult population strayed into the drain and ultimately were not 

able to spawn. RD108 has already worked with California Fish and Wildlife Service to allow 

access on the Back Levee for installation of a fish barrier. Manager Bair reviewed the conceptual 

design and permitting costs for an Alaskan wier that would prevent straying.  Permitting was 

estimated at $50,000. The District expressed concern about long term O&M responsibilities and 

other associated liabilities with undertaking the project. After further discussion, it was moved by 

Trustee Doherty, second by Trustee Cornwell and unanimously approved to advance the Knight 

Landing Outfall Gates Fish Passage Project design and permitting as long as no responsibility 

for the structure operation and maintenance was required with a maximum $50,000. 

 

President Durst suggested that USBR restoration funds be used for this project.  He suggested 

that Congressman Garamendi be asked to take the lead.  At the same time Congressman 

Garamendi could inquire where all the restoration fees are spent. 

 

4. SBX-7 Measurement Program Next Steps – Manager Bair reported that the costs to 

date for each measurement facility is $1,411.  It is staff recommendation that the second SBX-7 

Invoice be sent out using the actual cost in lieu of the assessed $2,900 and bill the remainder of 

the costs in the second installment.  At this time there is no change in the administration cost.  

After further discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Doherty and 

unanimously approved to accept staff recommendation to bill the second SBX-7 invoice for the 

actual cost of the measurement facility in two installments and one-third of the administration 

cost, leaving the balance of the administration cost for the third installment.  

 

Manager Bair reviewed the proposed agenda for the Landowner/Water User meeting on SBX-7.    

The meeting date was set for December 16 at 10:00 a.m. at the District headquarters. 

  

5. Annual Financial Audit Agreement – Manager Bair reported that the District received a 

three year agreement from Smith and Newell to audit the District’s books for 2014 through 2016.  

After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and 

unanimously approved to contract with Smith and Newell for the 2014 audit and to bid out the 

audit report for 2015. 

 

 

 



 

 

6. PWRPA Rate Agreement – After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwell, 

seconded by Trustee Leonard and unanimously approved to adopt the Rate Agreement for the 

PWRPA share of the Whitney Point Solar Project at approximately $0.06 per Kwh for the term of 

20 years. 

 

INFORMATION REPORTS 

 

1. Attorney’s Report – Attorney O’Brien distributed copies of the response briefs received 

from NRDC and the United State regarding the writ of cert filed with the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Downey Brand will respond quickly to the briefs.  It is believed that we should have a response 

by the end of November from the U.S. Supreme Court stating whether they will hear the case.  If 

they do not take the case, then it goes back to the lower court in Fresno. 

 

2. NCWA Report - Trustee Cornwell reported that NCWA is actively campaigning for 

Proposition 1 and 2 and is looking for contributions. There was also discussion regarding future 

groundwater legislation.  

 

3. Sites Report – President Durst reported that the JPA will no longer get Prop. 204 funding 

for further investigation of the Sites Project since it was all rolled into Proposition 1.  The loss of 

the Prop. 204 funding also takes local cost-share funds away which impacts USBR funding. 

President Durst reported that there is property is for sale that falls into the Sites Reservoir 

footprint.  At some point the JPA will have to determine if they should purchase the land and if 

so the District will have to decide whether or not it wants to participate in the purchase. 

 

4. Assistant Manager’s Report – Assistant Manager Busch reported that the Fall Bird 

Project has been completed.  This project used groundwater to flood approximately 1,040 acres 

for bird habitat. The invoice to The Nature Conservancy has been sent and when payment is 

received participating landowners will be paid or credited $20 per acre. 

 

5. Manager’s Report – Manager Bair said that the NRCS is offering a Fall program for 

flooding fields for waterfowl.  He reported that landowners with District groundwater wells will 

have first call on the water from those wells, but the remaining capacity could be provided to 

other landowners. It was the consensus of the Board that groundwater rate be set at $70 ac/ft. 

 

CLOSED SESSION – The Board went into Closed Session at approximately 11:30 a.m.  The 

Board came out of Closed Session at 11:59 a.m. and President Durst announced that no action 

was taken. 

 

 



 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lewis Bair 

Secretary/Manager 


