
 RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO. 108 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

August 21, 2014 

President Durst called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, August 21, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 
Colusa County, California. 
 
Trustees Present:  Fritz Durst, Mike Miller, Roger Cornwell Sean Doherty, and Jon Leonard  
 
Trustees Absent: None 
    
Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Don Huff, Landowner 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager  Cameron Kaelin, Landowner 
   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary Derrick Strain, Landowner  
   Beverly Wall, Bookkeeper   Daren Williams, T&P Farms 

Kevin O’Brien, Legal Counsel     George Tibbitts, Landowner 
Jeff Davids, Davids Engineering   
Norm Newell, Auditor    
 

Agenda – It was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Doherty and unanimously 
approved to approve the Agenda with the removal of the Operations Report. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 
President Durst opened the Public Forum.  Manager Bair reviewed the current Water Bond that 
will be voted on in November.  The current Bond includes $2.7 Billion for water storage projects. 
State groundwater legislation is currently being finalized that will require local water balances 
and if local governments cannot manage groundwater in a long term sustainable fashion, then 
the State Water Resources Control Board will authority to step in. 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
Public Participation:  There was no further public participation at this time.  
 
Consent Agenda – After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee 
Leonard and unanimously approved to approve the consent agenda as submitted. 
  



Accounts Payable 
After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and 
unanimously approved to approve the August Accounts Payable: Maintenance Fund in the 
amount of $340,571, payments issued in July to be ratified totaled $375,000 and on-line 
payments to be ratified in the amount of $30,465; and Irrigation Fund in the amount of 
$1,085,573, including System Rental and Water Transfer cost of water for Colusa County Water 
District and Dunnigan Water District; and online payments totaling $77,001 for PG&E. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
1. Water Supply – Assistant Manager Busch reported on the current status of the District 
water supply operations.  After reviewing the actual diversion for April thru July, it was found that 
the District is well below what was estimated and in no danger of running out of contractual 
water supply. This will also allow the District to provide it’s traditional September/October rice 
decomposition supplies. The District has made available an additional 2,500 acre-feet of Project 
Water to the Colusa County Water District and Dunnigan Water District should they be 
interested in additional water.  
 
Assistant Manager Busch reviewed the groundwater pumped during 2014, approximately 6,794 
acre-feet, with a pumping cost of $36 per acre-foot.  On monitoring the groundwater quality, it 
was found that the quality only surpassed the set maximum standard of 700 dS/m on Well No. 1 
for about two-weeks.  The groundwater levels had nearly recovered to pre-pumping levels within 
10-days after being shut off in early August. The groundwater wells performed to expectations.   
 
Manager Bair reported on the Shorebird Project.  The District approved this Project in July for 
interested landowners.  This is a one year Project, using well water to flood idled fields for the 
benefit of shorebirds and other waterfowl prior to post harvest flooding when this habitat is very 
limited in the Sacramento Valley. There are approximately 1,100 acres participating in this 
Project.  A meeting was held with Mr. Jay Ziegler to discuss landowner concerns regarding the 
damage to the adjacent rice fields from black Ibis. The Board reviewed the proposed agreement 
with the Nature Conservancy to flood fields with groundwater.  After further discussion, it was 
moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell to accept the agreement with the 
Nature Conservancy to flood idled fields within the District for a Shorebird Project using 
groundwater.  The motion passed with Trustee Miller opposing and Trustee Leonard abstaining.  
It was further moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Doherty to direct staff to file a 
Notice of Exemption to support the program.  The motion passed with Trustee Miller opposing 
and Trustee Leonard abstaining.  The Nature Conservancy has agreed to pay $100 per acre for 
lands flooded for the Shorebird Project.  Staff recommended that payment be made to 
landowners in the amount of $20 per acre, administration in the amount of $10 per acre, 



pumping costs in the amount of $40 per acre and capital recovery in the amount of $30 per acre.  
After further discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and 
unanimously approved to issue payments as recommended by staff.  
 
2. SBX7 Water Measurement Presentation – Mr. Jeff Davids, Davids Engineering, was 
introduced to the Board and attending landowners.  Mr. Davids presented a presentation 
regarding the SBX-7 Water Measurement Program, explaining the legislation, the District’s 
decision to move forward with a measurement program, status of the measurement program, 
the examples of possible rate structure options and potential next steps for Board consideration.  
 
3. The Ferguson Group – Manager Bair reported that in the past the District and Knights 
Landing Ridge Drainage District (KLRDD) shared the minimum retainer of $5,000 per month for 
the services of The Ferguson Group.  Since KLRDD has no further need for federal assistance, 
they will no longer be participating in the retainer.  After further discussion, it was moved by 
Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Miller and unanimously approved to amend the RD108 
budget to pay the full $5,000 monthly retainer to the Ferguson Group. 
   
4. Groundwater Wheeling Program – The Board reviewed the draft Wheeling Agreement 
for Private Well Water Supply.  Option 2, number 4 was changed to read “Water User may not 
be allowed to participate if comingled water exceeds .7 ds/m for any user downstream of the 
location of the well.   If this does occur, Water User may continue if they obtain written 
permission to do so from the affected Water User(s).” After further discussion, it was moved by 
Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Leonard and unanimously approved to adopt the 
Wheeling Agreement for Private Well Water Supply with the amendment to Option 2 number 4 
as stated above. 
 
5. Colusa County Groundwater Commission – After discussion, it was moved by Trustee 
Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Miller and unanimously approved, staff was directed to put forth 
Trustee Doherty’s name for a seat on the Colusa County Water Commission to represent 
RD108. 
 
6. Alternate Water Supply Investigation - President Durst gave a status of the Sites 
Reservoir Project.  He said that looking to the future with the Settlement Contracts in dispute the 
District’s water supply is uncertain and he does not see many options for alternative supplies 
other than groundwater and/or Sites Reservoir. After further discussion, it was moved by Trustee 
Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Doherty and unanimously approved to support the Sites 
Reservoir Project up to $2 per acre for a period of no more than 3 years contingent on a JPA 
Agreement that creates a Capital Account and mechanism to recognize early investments such 
as the $2 per acre.  



7. Presentation Recognizing Trustee Erdman – It was with great respect and honor that 
President Durst presented to the Erdman family a resolution honoring Trustee Erdman and his 
service to the District and District Landowners.  

 
INFORMATION REPORTS 

 
1. Attorney’s Report – Attorney O’Brien reported that the federal government plans to file a 
document with the Supreme Court softly suggesting that they not take the Settlement 
Contractors case.  The Solicitor General’s Office feels that this is not an appropriate case for the 
Supreme Court since there is no national significance.  It is the Settlement Contractors’ view that 
there is an important national significance in interpreting the Endangered Species Act.   
 
Attorney O’Brien gave a status of the proposed Groundwater Legislation. There is a lot of 
concern that the language in the proposed legislation leaves room for the State Water Board  to 
try and take control of groundwater based on effects to stream flows, without clear definition 
what that standard of impact might be. If this legislation does not pass in 2014 there is a good 
chance that it will in 2015 since it only takes a majority vote. 
 
2. NCWA Report - Trustee Cornwell gave a report of the NCWA Manager’s meeting.  He 
said that discussions were held regarding the proposed water bond and groundwater legislation.  
 
3. Sites Report – President Durst reported that he did not have anything further to report.  
  
4. Assistant Manager’s Report – Assistant Manager Busch reported that the new 
webpage is online and asked the Board to review it and let him know if they had any comments, 
corrections and/or suggestions. 
 
5. Manager’s Report – Manager Bair reported that the ACWA Fall Conference will be held 
in San Diego the first week of December and if any Board member would like to attend they 
should contact Cathy Busch to secure a reservation.  Manager Bair reported that an initial 
meeting was held with Colusa County Water District and Dunnigan Water District to review the 
approach to the joint groundwater investigation.  
 
6. Review and Adoption of the 2013 Financial Audit Report – Mr. Norm Newell 
presented the 2013 Financial Audit Report.  He reviewed the Management report and financial 
statements with the Board and reported that the District has a clean audit report and was in 
good financial condition.  After further discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwall, seconded 
by Trustee Miller and unanimously approved to adopt the 2013 Financial Audit as presented. 
 



ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Lewis Bair 

Secretary/Manager 


