
 

 

 RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO. 108 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

November 20, 2014 

President Durst called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 8:30 a.m. on 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 

Colusa County, California. 

 

Trustees Present:  Fritz Durst, Mike Miller, Roger Cornwell, Sean Doherty, and Jon Leonard  

 

Trustees Absent: None 

    
Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Don Huff, Landowner 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager  Cameron Kaelin, Landowner 
   Chad Navarrot, Operation Manager Guy with Beard 
   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary    

Beverly Wall, Bookkeeper     
Kevin O’Brien, Legal Counsel         
    

Agenda – It was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Leonard and unanimously 

approved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

President Durst opened the forum for discussion and questions. Landowner Huff thanked the 

Board for approving his request to fill in a drainage ditch on his Field No. 94B.  He commended 

District staff for their work in removing pipe from the abandoned drain ditch. 

 

Attorney O’Brien reported that the Supreme Court denied our petition to hear the Settlement 

Contractor’s case so we are back in front of the District Court in Fresno. A Joint Status 

Statement issued by the Settlement Contractors and NRDC will have to be filed with the Court 

by December 10 so we should have some idea of what NRDC is seeking.  

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Public Participation:  There was no further public participation at this time.  

 



 

 

Consent Agenda – After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee 

Leonard and unanimously approved, to approve the consent agenda as submitted. 

  

Accounts Payable 

After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and 

unanimously approved to approve the November Accounts Payable: Maintenance Fund in the 

amount of $646,946 and on-line payments to be ratified in the amount of $155,020; and 

Irrigation Fund in the amount of $66,849; and online payments totaling $35,819 for PG&E. 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

1. 2015 Preliminary Budgets – Manager reviewed the Irrigation Fund Preliminary Budget 

for 2015.  He said that the 2014 Water Transfer proceeds is the reason that the District does not 

have to increase water rates for 2015. The increased Tract 6 rent brings in enough income to 

cover needed cash flows for 2015. Manager Bair reviewed the proposed Five-Year Preliminary 

Budget, which is a tool for the Board to use to look at future trends and projects.  He reviewed 

the Draft Five-Year Investment Plan and possible District-wide improvements which include: 

trash removal systems for Rough & Ready, Sycamore Slough and Riggs Ranch Pumping 

Plants, riverside gates at Rough & Ready Pumping Plant, Water Bank investigation/development 

and a part time PR person or entity to help tell the District’s story. The Board will take action to 

approve the Preliminary Budgets at the December Board Meeting.  

 

2. Water Operations Report – Assistant Manager Busch reported that 5,000 acre-feet of 

water was diverted in October.  The only Project Water used in 2014 was transferred to Colusa 

County Water District and Dunnigan Water District.  The District offered groundwater for rice 

decomp and about 150 acre-feet were used.   Approximately 3,500 acres have been flooded for 

rice decomposition. 

 

3. Knights Landing Outfall Gates Fish Passage – Manager Bair distributed and reviewed 

copies of a budget for the permitting process for the Knights Landing Outfall Gate Fish Passage. 

Permitting for the project is estimated at $150,000 and if the project went to construction in 2015 

the permitting would have to start now. After further discussion, it was moved by Trustee 

Cornwell, seconded by Trustee Doherty and unanimously approved to move forward with the 

Knights Landing OutFall Gate Project at a cost of $150,000 for permitting and move in parallel to 

apply for construction funding and dealing with the responsibility of operations and maintenance 

of the project since RD108 will not assume that responsibility. Trustee Leonard stressed his 

outrage on what the District has to pay and go through for permits to complete a project that is 

beneficial for fish habitat. 

 



 

 

4. SBX-7 Measurement Program Next Steps – This matter was deferred to the Special 

Meeting to be held on December 1.  

 

5.  CLOSED SESSION – The Board went into Closed Session at 10:20 a.m to discuss 

possible litigation with legal counsel.  At 11:15 a.m. the Board came out of Closed Session and 

President Durst announced that no action was taken. 

 

6. CLOSED SESSION – The Board went into Closed Session at 11:15 a.m. to discuss 

possible litigation with legal counsel.  Trustee Cornwell and Attorney O’Brien excused 

themselves from the meeting.  At 11:45 a.m. the Board came out of Closed Session and 

President Durst reported no action was taken. 

 

INFORMATION REPORTS 

 

1. Attorney’s Report – Attorney O’Brien had nothing further to report at this time. 

 

2. NCWA Report - Trustee Cornwell reported on the NCWA meeting held yesterday.  He 

said that NCWA has a balanced budget with an increase in dues of $0.10 per acre, for total dues 

of $1.95 per acre.  NCWA is currently working with members who did not have water to sell in 

2014 in paying dues and continuing membership. There are ongoing discussions with GCID on 

future membership.  Trustee Cornwell passed around a brochure created by NCWA to help get 

the agricultural story to the people.  Communication like this is very important to Northern 

California ag.   

 

3. Sites Report – President Durst reported that the Water Bond has passed and the JPA is 

trying to obtain funding.  In meeting with DWR, the JPA was directed to obtain investors before 

further discussions will be held.  Manager Bair reported that RD108 was the only JPA member 

that did not have authority for hydro power. The JPA only holds the power of its members so this 

will have to be amended through legislation.  David Guy, NCWA, said that he could help with 

this.  Manager Bair asked the attorneys to have proposed language for legislation for the 

December meeting.  President Durst commented that the District will have to decide within the 

next six-months if they want to purchase water from Sites.  The estimated cost is $550 per acre-

foot with a 40-year term. 

 

4. Assistant Manager’s Report – Assistant Manager Busch had nothing further to report at 

this time. 

 

5. Manager’s Report – Manager Bair distributed Groundwater Legislation Implementation 

handout for Board review.  He reported that President Durst has been the District’s 



 

 

representative to the WRA, but finds he does not have the time and asked Trustee Cornwell to 

take his place.  After further discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee 

Miller and unanimously approved to appoint Trustee Cornwell to WRA on behalf of RD108.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lewis Bair 

Secretary/Manager 


