
Sacramento River West Side Levee District 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners 

August 27, 2014 

President Ellis called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 1:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, August 27, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 

Colusa County, California. 

Commissioners Present: Tom Ellis, Roger Cornwell, Fritz Durst and Paul Sankey  

Commissioners Absent: Dan Tibbitts 

Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Beverly Walls, Bookkeeper 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager  Marilee Smith, Smith & Newell 
   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary   

Agenda – On motion by Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell and 

unanimously approved, the Agenda was approved as submitted. 

Public Participation:  There was no Public comment at this time. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Minutes, Financial Report and Accounts Payable – After discussion, it was moved by 

Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by Commissioner Sankey and unanimously approved to 

approve the minutes with one editorial correction, to approve the July/August Financial Reports 

and the August Accounts Payables in the amount of $83,942, and payments to be ratified in the 

amount of $14,181.  

 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Heavy Maintenance Program – The Cecil maintenance project is on hold until approved by 

the Calif. Fish and Wildlife Service.  As soon as Manager Bair gets approval he will notify the 

Board.  The District will submit an application for a 1602 permit tomorrow.  After field meeting it 

was agreed that the District will plant one-gallon tree plants to replace any removed trees, 

approximately 15 cottonwood and 15 oak trees.  If the permit is approved in time, the Cecil 

project will be completed before the 2014 storm season. 



KSN Engineers drafted a report on the Missouri Bend South levee that summarized the process 

to advance the levee repair.  The memo was shared with River Garden Farms (RGF) regarding 

this issue and requesting their assistance in developing a plan for repair of the levee.  Trustee 

Cornwell said that RGF is interested in looking at solutions and would like to meet with the 

District Manager and KSN Engineer. 

2.  Regional Flood Planning Update – President Ellis reported that he attended a tour of the 

Sutter Bypass with about 30 others, very few being landowners.  The Refuge still has a lot of 

trees that block water flows and the buildup on the south end. The tour moved out into the 

middle of the Bypass and in some areas you could not see the west bank. Looking south you 

can see where the rice growing begins with nothing to impede flood waters.  This is a significant 

concern since the Bypass is so important to our flood control. 

The MUSR Regional Flood Management Plan (RFMP) has scheduled a workshop for 

September 18 to discuss strategies for project implementation at the Colusa Casino.  The goals 

for the workshop are to let stakeholders learn about other projects, develop a framework for 

grouping the projects, prioritizing projects for seeking future funding, discussing next steps to 

move forward and understanding permitting approaches and strategies to move projects 

forward.  

  

3.  SWIF Process – Manager Bair reported that the revised letter of intent to develop a SWIF 

has been submitted to the Corps through the Central Valley Flood Protection Board to meet the 

interim eligibility criteria per the USACE’s interim policy memorandum.   

4.   Flood Insurance Findings -  Manager Bair reported that the Agricultural Floodplain 

Management Alliance (AFMA) put on a presentation regarding National Flood Insurance 

Program on building requirements to mitigate agricultural structure damage in high-risk areas.  

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released their final report on July 29, 2014.  The 

report reviewed communities and agriculture operations in California, North Carolina, North 

Dakota and Louisiana.  Most of the negative impacts were in California and the deeper 

floodplains. Overall the report noted that FEMA needed to update existing guidance to reflect 

farming in deep floodplains. It is important that stories get told on how the floodplain 

management practices impacts California, both rural communities and agriculture farming.  Ms. 

Kristi Moore, with The Ferguson Group, has offered to put on more presentations in order to get 

something done.   



5.  Knights Landing Boat Launch Facility – Manager Bair reported that Yolo County 

submitted a CVFPB encroachment permit to be approved and is requesting that the District 

endorse the permit as the Local Maintaining Agency.  After review of the encroachment permit, it 

was moved by Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell and unanimously 

approved to approve the encroachment permit as submitted. 

6. Presentation and Adoption of the 2013 Audit Report – Ms. Marilee Smith reviewed the 

2013 Financial Audit.  She said that there were no findings and that the District was in good 

financial condition.  President Ellis asked about non-funded employee retirement costs.  She 

explained that District 108 has a defined contribution program but that technically all labor is 

supplied by RD108 so Sacramento River West Side Levee District technically has no 

employees. After further Discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Durst, seconded by 

Commissioner Cornwell and unanimously approved to adopt the 2013 Financial Audit report. 

INFORMATION REPORTS 

Manager’s Report – Manager Bair reported that he had nothing further to report. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lewis Bair 

Secretary/Manager    

 

 


