
Sacramento River West Side Levee District 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners 

October 22, 2014 

President Ellis called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 1:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, October 22, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 
Colusa County, California. 

Commissioners Present: Tom Ellis, Roger Cornwell, Dan Tibbitts and Paul Sankey  

Commissioners Absent: Fritz Durst 

Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Beverly Walls, Bookkeeper 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary 
   Chad Navarrot, Operations Manager 
      
Agenda – On motion by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by Commissioner Sankey and 
unanimously approved, the Agenda was approved as submitted. 

Public Participation:  There was no Public comment at this time. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Minutes, Financial Report and Accounts Payable – After discussion, it was moved by 
Commissioner Sankey, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell and unanimously approved to 
approve the minutes with one editorial correction, to approve the September/October Financial 
Reports and the October Accounts Payables in the amount of $19,381 and payments to be 
ratified in the amount of $10,764. In response to a question, the Cecil Lake costs that were 
charged to the Periodical Inspection will be reversed and charged to the Cecil Lake Project.  
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Operations Report – Operations Manager Navarrot gave a status report on the Cecil Lake 
Project.  He said that the project is costing about $13,000 per day, moving approximately 1,300 
cubic yards of material per day.  The dirt work is estimated to take seven days at a cost of 
$90,000. The project is currently estimated to be over budget by $36,000 for a total of $224,000.  
A Site tour of the project is setup for the Board after the meeting.  



2.  Regional Flood Plan – Manager Bair reported that the Regional Flood Plan (Plan) has 
received a lot of comments and the final Plan will be out in December.  The contract period ends 
January 15.  DWR is looking at Regional Flood Plan “2.0” and the scope of work should be 
completed within the next month, with an agreement signed in Jan.  They were looking for the 
local agencies to engage landowners and coordinate the program.  Manager Bair explained to 
them that it would not work for this District unless there were enough benefits to our basin to 
keep the landowners involved.  
  
3.  DWR Flood System Repair Program – Manager Bair reviewed the DWR Flood System 
Repair Program and the sited projects for the District, including graveling six-miles of levee 
repairs at Boyer Bend and Cecil Lake. The DWR cost share is District 15%, DWR 85%. 
Manager Bair recommended that the District continue to work with DWR on funding assistance 
for large levee repairs. 

4.   2015 Proposed Budget -  Manager reviewed the proposed 2015 Financial Budget. He 
pointed out proposed projects for 2015, including Boyer Bend and Missouri Bend.  Staff was 
directed to list proposed projects by priority for Board discussion. 

5.  Letter Agreement with Westervelt – Manager Bair reported that Westervelt purchased the 
land on the River side at Bullock Bend and has offered the surplus material to the District to 
build approximately 5.6 miles of toe road adjacent to the western edge of the levee and to build 
up approximately 5.7 miles interior irrigation canal berms and access roads within the District.  
Westervelt is required to provide an alternative form of agricultural mitigation for their proposed 
project. If local authorities are unable to approve the use of the soil as an alternative approach to 
farmland conservation Westervelt reserves the right to scale back the amount of soil provided to 
the District.  After further discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by 
Commissioner Sankey and unanimously approved, Manager Bair was directed to sign a letter of 
understanding to move forward with the process of seeking approvals to fully implement the 
donation of soil from Westervelt to the District. 

INFORMATION REPORTS 

Manager’s Report – Manager Bair reported on the Sutter Bypass. He said that modeling of the 

Bypass was done a year and half ago and the Flood Control Board committed to notify bypass 

landowners about the easements associated with their land.  Manager Bair has been urging the 

Board to follow through with their commitments, now a meeting has been setup to meet with the 

Board’s Executive Director next week.   



Manager Bair reported that he is working on comments on the Yellow Billed Cuckoo critical 

habitat designation on the District’s stretch of the River.  Barry O’Regan with Kjeldsen Sinnock 

Neudeck, has taken the lead on this matter and will prepare the comment letter pointing out the 

impacts of this designation on the District maintenance activities.        

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:24 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lewis Bair 
Secretary/Manager    

 
 


