
Sacramento River West Side Levee District 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners 

December 18, 2014 

President Ellis called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 1:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, December 18, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 
Colusa County, California. 

Commissioners Present: Tom Ellis, Fritz Durst, Paul Sankey and Dan Tibbitts  

Commissioners Absent: Roger Cornwell  

Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Beverly Walls, Bookkeeper 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary 
   Chad Navarrot, Operations Manager Barry O’Regan, KSN, Inc. 
      
Agenda – On motion by Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Tibbitts and 
unanimously approved, the Agenda was approved with the addition of Item 5, the Yellow-Billed 
Cuckoo Bird. 

Public Participation:  There was no Public comment at this time. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Minutes, Financial Report and Accounts Payable – After discussion, it was moved by 
Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Tibbitts and unanimously approved to 
approve the minutes with one editorial correction, the November/December Financial Reports 
and the December Accounts Payables in the amount of $115,026 and payments to be ratified in 
the amount of $40,399.  
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Operations Report – Operations Manager Navarrot gave a status report on the Cecil Lake 
Project.  He said that District staff has started working up the levee slope to plant wild oats.  The 
gate has also been redone. There were several thousand yards of extra material left over that 
will remain stockpiled on the Project site.  Operations Manager Navarrot reported that the project 



cost $161,000 and came in under budget.  President Ellis commended Operation Manager 
Navarrot and staff on a job well done. 

Operations Manager Navarrot distributed pictures of current issues with easements along the 
levee.  He said that a more thorough inspection was made on pipes through the levee.  Because 
of the last storm event, the District is currently on levee patrol.  

2.  Regional Flood Plan – Manager Bair reported that RD108 continues to administer the 
Upper Mid Sacramento River Regional Flood Plan (UMSRFP) grant.  The UMSRFP will only 
receive funding that was not expensed from the first round of funding. It was hoped that part of 
this funding would help pay for the SWIF work, but when the agreement came out there was no 
language to include these costs.  One concern is that DWR is not very aggressive in getting 
funding out to complete projects. 

Additionally, RD108 is the grant administrator for the regional effort to improve Emergency 
Response ability.  There is now a second round of funding and the regional group will need to 
determine what these funds will cover. A meeting is set in Grimes for January 13 at 6:30 p.m. to 
discuss the next steps for improving flood protection for the town of Grimes including the ability 
to reach 100-year flood certification related to the National Flood Insurance Program. 

3.   Review and Adopt the Preliminary 2015 Budget and Amend the 2014 Budget as 
needed - Manager Bair reviewed the 2014 Budget.  After review, it was moved by 
Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Sankey and unanimously approved to add 
$170,000 to the 2014 Budget for the Cecil Lake Project. The Board reviewed the proposed 2015 
Budget.  After discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner 
Tibbitts and unanimously approved the 2015 Preliminary Budget. 

4. Consideration to Cost-share for Small Community Investigation of Grimes – 
Manager Bair reported that out of the Regional Flood Plan the highest priority was the small 
Communities.  Colusa County has three small communities, Colusa, Princeton and Grimes.  
DWR is offering small communities grant funding to cover up to 90 percent of the feasibility 
study with a maximum total project cost of $500,000 for each Community. Manager Bair asked 
the Board if they would be willing to provide the cost-share for Grimes. After further discussion, 
the Board directed Manager Bair to meet with Denise Carter, Colusa County Supervisor, to 
discuss the County paying all of the local cost-share.  A Special meeting will be held if needed.     



5.  Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Critical Habitat Designation – Manager Bair reported that the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking comments regarding the proposed rule of designated critical 
habitat for the Western Yellow-Billed Cuckoo. It was the consensus of the Board to authorize 
Manager Bair to submit comments regarding the negative impacts to the District. 

INFORMATION REPORTS 

Manager’s Report – Manager Bair reported that Westervelt is asking the District to be the lead 

for CEQA on moving the dirt from their Project site. Manager Bair is currently looking to see if 

that can be done since it would be a second CEQA under the same NEPA and 1600 Permit. As 

it stands now the District does not take ownership of the material until it is delivered to our 

project site, placing all the road mitigation and liability on Westervelt.  As the mitigation costs go 

up for Westervelt the benefits to the District will go down. 

In response to a question, Manager Bair reported that a letter has been drafted to landowners 

within the Sutter Bypass informing them that they are in a flood plain and of the easements on 

their land. An additional letter will be sent informing them of their responsibilities listed in the 

easements.  Manager Bair said that he is unsure if DWR has collected the addresses of the 

landowners or if the first letter was sent. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:20 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lewis Bair 
Secretary/Manager    

 
 


