
Sacramento River West Side Levee District 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners 

February 25, 2015 

President Ellis called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 1:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins 
Slough, Colusa County, California. 

Commissioners Present: Tom Ellis, Roger Cornwell, Paul Sankey and Dan Tibbitts  

Commissioners Absent:  Fritz Durst 

Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Beverly Walls, Bookkeeper 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary 
   Chad Navarrot, Operations Manager  
      
Agenda – On motion by Commissioner Sankey, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell and 
unanimously approved, the Agenda was approved as submitted. 

Public Participation:  There was no Public comment at this time.  President Ellis reported that 

he received a card from Mr. John Loudon, the new Colusa County Supervisor, thanking both 

Manager Bair and President Ellis for taking the time to educate him on flood issues within 

Colusa County. President Ellis felt that Mr. Loudon will be a benefit to Colusa County. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Minutes, Financial Report and Accounts Payable – After discussion, it was moved by 
Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by Commissioner Sankey and unanimously approved to 
approve the minutes as submitted.  It was further moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded 
by Commissioner Tibbitts and unanimously approved to approve the January/February Financial 
Reports and the February Accounts Payables in the amount of $21,117 and payments to be 
ratified in the amount of $915.  
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Operations Report – Operations Manager Navarrot reported on the current maintenance 
activities within the District.  There was discussion regarding the growth on the levees and 



where some bare spots that were sprayed by aerial applicators. It was suggested that a letter go 
out to each aerial applicators and each County Ag Department about the problem of over 
spraying and the impacts to the levee.  Commissioner Sankey suggested that the letter be sent 
out when the applicators register each year with the County Ag Department.   

In response to a question regarding the Cecil Project, Operation’s Manager Navarrot responded 
that the only requirement left for the District on the Project was to guarantee a 70 percent 
survival of the planted trees.  He said that should the trees need to be replaced, it would not be 
a large cost.   

2.  Consideration of Staff Recommendations for Flood Improvement Priorities – Manager 
Bair distributed staff recommendations for Sacramento River Heavy Maintenance Priorities. 
Projects included: Moons Bend Road landside slope re-construction ($195,000); Landside Toe 
Road Knights Landing to Tyndall Mound ($91,000); Cecil/Steidlmayer Levee and Landside Road 
Improvements ($125,000); and Flood System Repair Program.  The Board reviewed each of the 
projects.  It was the staff recommendation to do the Moons Bend landside slope re-construction 
and the landside road project along with the flood system already in the budget.  After further 
discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Sankey, seconded by Commissioner Tibbitts and 
unanimously approved to approve staff recommendations for levee repairs in 2015, doing the 
Moons Bend Road landside slope re-construction ($195,000), Landside Toe Road Knights 
Landing to Tyndall Mound ($91,000) and the budgeted flood system repair projects.  

3.   Adopt the 2015 Final Budget and Amend the 2014 Budget as needed - The Board 
reviewed the 2014 Budget and no amendments were needed.  The 2015 Preliminary Budget 
was reviewed and Manager Bair recommended that Office Management and Staff be increased 
to $63,303 and the approved project costs of $286,000 be added to the budget.  After 
discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Tibbitts, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell and 
unanimously approved to adopt the 2015 Final Budget as amended to increase Office 
Management and Staff to $63,303 and add $286,000 for special projects, the Moons Bend Road 
landside slope re-construction ($195,000) and Landside Toe Road, Knights Landing to Tyndall 
Mound ($91,000). 

4. Review and Approve the Bullock Bend CVFPB Permit – Manager Bair reported that 
the District received a Central Valley Flood Protection Board Encroachment Permit from 
Westervelt Ecological Services, LLC for the proposed mitigation bank on Bullock Bend.  After 
discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by Commissioner Sankey and 



unanimously approved to authorize Manager Bair to sign the Central Valley Flood Protection 
Board Encroachment Permit.   

President Ellis commented that there have been a lot of trespassers getting into the Bullock 
Bend levee.  It was suggested that if a gate was installed on Road 95 it would stop illegal 
entrance to the levee.  If the levee gates are locked and Trespass signs are posted, the Yolo 
County Sheriffs will respond to trespassing calls.  

5.  Regional Flood Planning and Related Implementation Program Status – Manager Bair 
reported on the meeting for the Small Community Flood Improvement Funding for Grimes.  The 
State is finalizing the guidelines for the Small Community Funding.  The Colusa Group have all 
signed a MOU, with Colusa County agreeing to pay the cost share for Grimes and Princeton.  
Barry O’Regan has been asked to draft a scope of work to do the Feasibility Study for the three 
communities, Colusa, Grimes and Princeton.  A meeting was held in Grimes that was well 
attended with attendees expressing their opinions.  

The Regional Flood Planning has competed the first phase and the regional plans have been 
completed and DWR was giving a report on their early review of the Plans.  Phase 2 would give 
regions State funding to work through the development of the 2017 State Flood Plan update.   

6. Election of Officers - President Ellis opened the meeting for nominations for the office of 
President.   It was moved by Commissioner Tibbitts, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell to 
nominate Tom Ellis for President.  It was further moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded 
by Commissioner Sankey and unanimously approved to close nominations for President and 
cast a unanimous ballot for Tom Ellis. 

It was moved by Commissioner Tibbitts, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell to nominate Fritz 
Durst for Vice-President.  It was further moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by 
Commissioner Tibbitts and unanimously approved to close nominations for Vice-President and 
cast a unanimous ballot for Fritz Durst. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sankey, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell to nominate 
Lewis Bair for Secretary.  It was further moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by 
Commissioner Sankey and unanimously approved to close nominations for Secretary and cast a 
unanimous ballot for Lewis Bair. 

 



INFORMATION REPORTS 

Manager’s Report – Manager Bair reported on the Yellow Billed Cuckoo critical habitat.  Over 

80,000 comments were submitted to the Fish & Wildlife Service regarding this issue.  It will take 

over a year for them to be responsive to the comments and come out with any amendments 

and/or changes to their proposed habitat.  A work group has been setup to meet with Fish & 

Wildlife Service.   

Manager Bair gave an update on current AFMA activities.  He sent out an email for an update 

and has not received a response.  As soon as he does he will forward on to the Board.  

Manager Bair reported on the Sutter Bypass and the proposed letter to be sent to landowners 

with easements on their property.  The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) has a list 

of landowners along the Sutter Basin and it sounds like if the letter has not been sent out, it soon 

will be.   

President Ellis announced that a meeting was setup with Karen Ross on March 9 regarding the 

Flood Planning process and agricultural and their help with AFMA. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lewis Bair 
Secretary/Manager    

 
 


