
Sacramento River West Side Levee District 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of the Board of Commissioners 

April 22, 2015 

President Ellis called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 1:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 

Colusa County, California. 

Commissioners Present: Tom Ellis, Roger Cornwell, Fritz Durst, Paul Sankey and Dan Tibbitts
  

Commissioners Absent:  None 

Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Beverly Walls, Bookkeeper 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary 
   Chad Navarrot, Operations Manager  
      
Agenda – On motion by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by Commissioner Durst and 
unanimously approved, the Agenda was approved with the addition of PG&E request as 
Business Item No. 4. 

Public Participation:  There was no Public comment at this time 

ADMINISTRATION 

Minutes, Financial Report and Accounts Payable – After discussion, it was moved by 

Commissioner Cornwell, seconded by Commissioner Durst and unanimously approved to 

approve the minutes as corrected.  It was further moved by Commissioner Durst, seconded by 

Commissioner Tibbitts and unanimously approved to approve the March/April Financial Reports 

and the April Accounts Payables in the amount of $30,344. Commissioner Durst suggested that 

the District use the public relations consultant, used by RD108, to tout the successful 

maintenance projects completed by the District such as Moons Bend and future projects. It was 

also suggested that an article in the monthly RD108 newsletters would help get information out 

to landowners and the public.  

 

BUSINESS ITEMS 



1. Operations Report – Operations Manager Navarrot reported on the current maintenance 

activities within the District.  Staff is disking the levee, removing trees, spraying weeds and 

baiting for rodents. Operations Manager Navarrot contacted Mike Azevedo regarding Colusa 

County help with paving for the Moons Bend Project.  He is currently checking the USA and 

compaction of the material to see if material will have to be imported.  

2.  MOU for Bullock Bend Maintenance with RD108 – Let it be known that President Ellis 

stepped out of the meeting prior to this discussion. Manager Bair reported that he was contacted 

by Westervelt Ecological Services regarding support and maintenance agreement with both the 

District and RD108. After discussion it was moved by Commissioner Cornwell, seconded with 

Commissioner Durst and unanimously approved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the District, RD108 and Westervelt for maintenance services and in support of the 

Bullock Bend Project. 

3.   Notice of Exemption for District-wide Maintenance – Manager Bair reported that the 

District does a Notice of Exemption for District-wide maintenance annually.  After further 

discussion, it was moved by Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Tibbitts and 

unanimously approved to direct Manager Bair to file the Notice of Exemption with Yolo County 

for District-wide maintenance. 

4. PG&E Request to Move Support Pole – Manager Bair reported that he received a request 

from PG&E to replace a support pole on Davis Ranch.  After further discussion, it was moved by 

Commissioner Durst, seconded by Commissioner Cornwell and unanimously approved to 

approve the request from PG&E to replace a support pole with guide wires.  

INFORMATION REPORTS 

Manager’s Report – Manager Bair reported that there was a tour of the Mid and Upper 

Sacramento Valley Flood Plan that stopped at the Knights Landing Outfall Gate Project and 

RD108 Office to discuss the Emergency Response Project.  Included on the tour were members 

of the CVFPB and Mike Mierzwa with DWR who is heading up DWR’s flood planning effort.   

Manager Bair reported that the CVFPB sent out the first letter to landowners adjacent to the 

Sutter Bypass regarding maintenance and vegetation growth along the Bypass. The second 

letter will include a copy of each of the flood easements attached to each landholding.  District 

staff will follow this matter closely. 



 

Manager Bair reported that RD108 has submitted an application for the second Emergency 

Flood Grant and should hear the results within the next two weeks. There is approximately $5 

million available with close to $15 million in applications.  Should our project get less than 

requested, we can prioritize and do parts of the project until funds run out. 

President Ellis reported that the letter to the chemical applicators was sent out.  Staff will send 

another letter out early fall to both aerial and ground applicators regarding the over-spray hitting 

the levees and killing the native grasses that help prevent erosion of the levee.  Copies of the 

letter will also be sent to both Yolo and Colusa County Ag Departments to be distributed when 

applicators signup with the Counties. 

 President Ellis reported that he attended the Water Commission meeting.  He said that he made 

a statement that with all the ecosystem restoration they plan to do, they need to make sure that 

the flood system is not adversely impacted as to reduce its ability to carry flood flows.  Mr. 

Andrew Ball, Water Commission Board Member, agreed and that he had the same concern. 

President Ellis reported that he read the comments on the Yellow Billed Cuckoo and that a 

portion of DWR’s comments on keeping flood channels clean seems to be in contrast to the 

benefit of the Yellow Billed Cuckoo.  

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 

meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:50 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lewis Bair 

Secretary/Manager    

 

 


