
 RECLAMATION DISTRICT NO. 108 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

September 18, 2014 

President Durst called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 at Reclamation District No. 108 headquarters, Wilkins Slough, 
Colusa County, California. 
 
Trustees Present:  Fritz Durst, Mike Miller, Roger Cornwell, Sean Doherty, and Jon Leonard  
 
Trustees Absent: None 
    
Others Present: Lewis Bair, General Manager   Don Huff, Landowner 
   Bryan Busch, Assistant Manager  Cameron Kaelin, Landowner 
   Chad Navarrot, Operation Manager Jim Mumma, Landowner 
   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary Gardner Armstrong, Landowner 
   Beverly Wall, Bookkeeper   Candy Dormer, Landowner   

Kevin O’Brien, Legal Counsel     Deke Dormer, Landowner 
Tom Ellis, Landowner   John Miller, Landowner 
David Alves, Poundstone Representative    
 

Agenda – It was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Leonard and unanimously 
approved to approve the Agenda as presented. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 
President Durst opened the Public Forum.  Manager Bair invited the public to stay and listen to 
Attorney O’Brien’s presentation on the recent groundwater legislation.  Manager Bair reported 
that the District has fall water available through October 31 for pre-irrigations and rice decomp.  
The rice decomp water will have the additional charge of $9.12 to move base water from one 
month to another.  Unless there is significant early rainfall, water will be shut off November 1. 
 
In response to a question, Manager Bair reported that approximately 1,060 acres are 
participating in the early flooding program for shorebirds and waterfowl funded by The Nature 
Conservancy’s Shore Bird Program. The District submitted estimated fall water diversion 
quantities through October to the Bureau and those water diversions were included in the 
Sacramento River operation plan. 
 



Tom Ellis reported that he and Manager Bair attended a Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
(CVFPB) meeting.  It seems that DWR is thinking that they should use 2006 as a baseline for 
flood system performance.  There is broad concern that this represents a system that is poorly 
maintained compared to the current 1957 standard and would relax the target that the system 
maintenance and repair projects are trying to achieve, reducing local flood protection.  A specific 
example of this is that Tisdale Bypass was cleaned in 2007 significantly improving capacity. He 
also mentioned that the Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle was recommended for delisting, but 
unfortunately, Fish and Wildlife Service ultimately did not recommend delisting.  Attorney 
O’Brien said that this will likely be back in court and that it will come down to whether there was 
sufficient science to delist.  Manager Bair said that the Yellow Billed Cuckoo is proposed for 
federal listing and the proposed critical habitat is currently open for comment.  He has hired a 
consultant to coordinate with Sutter Butte Flood Control to develop a comment letter expressing 
the potential impact to our 3 Districts.   
 
President Durst announced that because of the dry year it is a great time to get system-wide 
maintenance done, he asked landowners if they had issues within the District to contact 
Operations Manager Navarrot so repairs can be discussed and scheduled as needed. 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
Public Participation:  There was no further public participation at this time.  
 
Consent Agenda – After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Cornwell, seconded by Trustee 
Miller and unanimously approved, to approve the consent agenda as submitted. 
  
Accounts Payable 
After discussion, it was moved by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and 
unanimously approved to approve the September Accounts Payable: Maintenance Fund in the 
amount of $3,238,351 which includes the first Water Transfer landowner payments in the 
amount of $2,857,855, payments issued in August to be ratified totaled $46,608 and on-line 
payments to be ratified in the amount of $30,079; and Irrigation Fund in the amount of $581,143, 
including System Rental; and online payments totaling $85,325 for PG&E. 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
1. Operations Report – Operations Manager Navarrot gave a status report on the El 
Dorado Pumping Plant Maintenance Project.  He said the gates installed by Davis Machine do 
not hold the positive seal.  Davis Machine is continuing to work with the manufacturer to resolve 
this last remaining issue. Contract funds have been retained until this issue is remedied.   



 
District staff will be starting the Meridian Line Drain from Tule Road north.  There is 
approximately a mile of bad sloughing that will need to be re-sloped. The landowner is 
cooperating since his road will have to be moved 12 feet and will reduce his farmable ground by 
approximately 1-1/2 acres.   
 
At the Sycamore Pumping Plant three of the four discharge pipes are failing from corrosion and 
will need to be replaced. The flap gates will also be replaced. In 2015, Wilkins Slough is 
scheduled to have one bowl redone so that the District has a spare should it be needed. 
 
2. Water Operations Report  

• Current Year Water Status – Assistant Manager Busch reviewed the 2014 Water 
Supply Table.  Water supply for September and October were increased for post 
irrigations and rice decomposition as directed at the previous Board Meeting.  
Other than Project Water transferred to Colusa County Water District and 
Dunnigan Water District, the District will not use Project water in 2014. This is a 
considerable savings to the District and only possible due to the flexibility allowed 
to the District with the agreed delays in Spring planting. 

• Dry Year Alternative Water Supplies – Assistant Manager Busch distributed a 
draft Board memorandum regarding possible alternative water supplies and 
annualized cost estimate. The District developed planning level Capital and 
Operation costs associated with the existing contract and with a groundwater 
program that would provide water supply during water license curtailments. To 
produce the needed water supply, it would take approximately 72 groundwater 
production wells (approx.. 1 per square mile) for a capital cost of about $22 million. 
USBR water costs are significantly less, but with Settlement Contractors contract 
under litigation and possible renewal negotiations quantities and costs are also 
questionable. 

 
3. Groundwater Presentation – Attorney O’Brien gave a presentation on the 2014 
Groundwater legislation. The key concept of the legislation is groundwater basin sustainability.  
Local agencies must become or form a groundwater sustainability agency by January 1, 2017.  
A plan must then be developed by 2020 or 2022 depending if the basin is designated as High or 
Medium priority respectively.  If the local agencies cannot manage the groundwater basins then 
the State will step in. 
   
4. SBX-7 Measurement Program Next Steps – Operations Manager Navarrot presented a 
map of the District showing two areas in the District where the measurement facilities/meters 
have not been completed.  The goal of the District is to have a fully completed measurement 



facility for each field in 2015 so that we can run a trial year before mandatory measurement is 
required in 2016.  The next step will be to work with landowners and water users to determine a 
rate structure to comply with the requirement to price water in part by volume.  President Durst 
recommended that a Special Board Meeting be held in November or December to start working 
on the rate structure. 
 
5. Tract 6 Delivery Canal Freeboard Proposed Project – Manager Bair reported that 
Landowner Ellis was doing a project on Bullock Bend where they would be removing 
approximately 23,000 yards of material and have offered the material to the District at no cost. 
The cost to move the material would be about $150,000. After discussion, it was the consensus 
of the Board that it would be less costly to work with tenants to build up the roads when they  
level District fields. 
 
6. CLOSED SESSION – The Board went into Closed Session at approximately 10:55 a.m.  
The Board came out of Closed Session at 11:45 a.m. and President Durst announced that no 
action was taken. 

 
INFORMATION REPORTS 

 
1. Attorney’s Report – Attorney O’Brien reported that the USBR is seeking more time 
before responding to the Settlement Contractors petition to have the Supreme Court hear their 
case.  Therefore a decision will not be out until late November.  
 
2. NCWA Report - Trustee Cornwell gave a report of the NCWA Manager’s meeting.  He 
said that there was discussion regarding Proposition 1, the Water Bond, and Proposition 2, the 
Budget Stabilization Act, which NCWA is supporting.  Letters will be sent out for fund raising to 
support Proposition 1 and Proposition 2 since the Governor will be looking to us to raise funding 
for the campaign. NCWA has also started drought planning for next year and working with the 
State Board on the water curtailment process. President Durst expressed his concern on the 
curtailment process and its prioritization policy.   
 
3. Sites Report – President Durst reported that the State Water Bond includes funding to 
support public benefits from projects like Sites Reservoir Project.  After discussion, it was moved 
by Trustee Doherty, seconded by Trustee Cornwell and unanimously approved to adopt 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-08 in the matter of supporting Proposition 1, the Water Quality, Supply 
and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014.  RESOLUTION NO. 14-08 is attached hereto and 
made a part hereof.  President Durst reminded the Board that the District could not support 
Proposition 1 with resources or funding, but Board members may do so as individuals as long as 
they are not representing the District.  Manager Bair reported that the Sites Reservoir Services 



and Benefits questionnaire are in the meeting packet and asked the Board to review and send 
any comments to either Manager Bair or President Durst. They must be submitted to the Sites 
JPA by Monday. 
  
4. Assistant Manager’s Report – Assistant Manager Busch reported that the District now 
uses Copper Sulfate in canal and drain maintenance that could cause issues for organic 
farming.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that staff drafts a District policy for 
use of Copper Sulfate within the District for Board review and discussion at the October Board 
meeting.  The policy would include a 48 hour notice to organic growers and revision of the Water 
Contracts to designate organic fields.  

 
5. Manager’s Report – Manager Bair announced that Darin Williams was appointed to the 
Colusa County Groundwater Commission.  He reported that there was a ruling on the Waters of 
the US that could have a big impact on the District in that permits may be required to do 
maintenance on canals and drains within the District. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no comments from the public and no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Lewis Bair 

Secretary/Manager 


