
SACRAMENTO RIVER WEST SIDE LEVEE DISTRICT 

Minutes of the Special Landowner Meeting 

November 14, 2018 
President Tibbitts called the Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday November 14, 2018, at Colusa Industrial Center, 50 Sunrise Blvd., Colusa County, California. 

Commissioners Present: Dan Tibbitts, Fritz Durst, Tom Ellis and Paul Sankey 

Commissioners Absent: Roger Cornwell 

Others Present:  Lewis Bair, General Manager  Scott Lanphier, Colusa County 
Meegan Nagy, Deputy Manager  Milen Karavan, DWR 

   Gary Marler, Superintendent  Bill Carey, Yolo Co. Public 
   Cathy Busch, Executive Secretary Bob Arens, Landowner 
   Barry O’Regan, KSN, Inc.  Roger Moore, Landowner 
   Elizabeth Avelar, KSN, Inc.  Donald Kitamura, Landowner 
   Ben Carter, CCVFCA Representative Rose Ann Ellis, Landowner 
   Joe Thomas, KSN, Inc.   Shirley Cinton, Landowner 
   Kim Floyd, Floyd Communications Peter Lindquist, Landowner 
   Janice Bell, Colusa Co. OES  Michael Andreotti, Landowner 
   Dana Carey, Yolo Co. OES  Fred Durst, Landowner 
      
Agenda – The agenda was approved as submitted.  
 

1. Introduction - President Dan Tibbitts welcomed the attendees to the meeting and asked that each person 
introduce themselves. He reviewed the purpose of the District to maintain the west side levee of the 
Sacramento River from the south bridge in Colusa to Knights Landing for purpose of flood control. 
 

2. Operations and Maintenance – Superintendent Marler reported on the operations and maintenance of 
the District that includes weed control, rodent control, levee road maintenance, levee patrol and flood 
fight first response.  He asked for help from Landowners to keep the 10-foot easement clear of brush piles 
and other debris, wood piles, and cultivation. DWR completes an annual inspection and the District is cited 
on the inspection report.  He also noted that the District burns the levee once a year and if landowners 
have trees on, or to close to the District’s easement, some trees could get singed. He said that the 
Landowners can read the full DWR inspection report online or at the RD 108 office.   

 
3. Current and Upcoming Projects – Deputy Manager Nagy reported on current projects; Missouri Bend 

North Seepage Repair, Moon Bend Seepage Repair and Flood System Repair (gravel) costing about $8.4 
million with the District cost share totaling about $1.13 million.  Future projects to be completed in 2019 
to 2020 include Grimes Upstream Seepage Repair, Missouri Bend South Setback Levee, Moon Bend 
Seepage Repair, Pipe Inspections and Emergency Response Grant totaling a work package of 
approximately $38.27 million with staff time being the only cost to the District. She reported that with the 
foresight of the District, a System Wide Improvement Framework was completed that made the District 



eligible for federal rehabilitation assistance which will be paying for the majority of projects scheduled to 
be completed in 2019 and 2020.  

 
4. Pipe Inspections – Deputy Manager Nagy reported that one of the biggest vulnerabilities to the levee are 

abandoned or old pipe encroachments.  The State will be fully funding pipe inspections of certain pipe 
encroachments along the levee.  Once the inspections are completed a work plan will be drafted for each 
site. Inspections are scheduled for Spring 2019. 

 
5. Emergency Response Grants – Ms. Elizabeth Avelar, KSN, Inc. reported on the DWR Flood Emergence 

Response Grants that provided a Flood Safety Pan and Map detailing SRWSLD’s response actions and flood 
fight plan.  This Project was coordinated between the District and Public Safety Agencies and also included 
flood fight and levee patrol training. A second grant provided funding for a trailer, flood fighting supplies 
and equipment and a stockpile of rock located in appropriate locations.  A third grant will update the 
Grimes Basin Flood Safety Plan and Maps, supplement regional stockpiles and continue training exercises.  
Finally, funding will be used to perform a pilot program to monitor erosion during high water events.   

 
6. Flood Preparedness & Emergency Notifications - Ms. Dana Carey, Yolo County OES and Ms. Janice Bell, 

Colusa County OES discussed flood preparedness and emergency notifications. They both stressed that if 
you are asked to leave an area because of potential dangers, to please leave at that time. 

 
7. Small Community Feasibility Study, Grimes – Mr. Barry O’Regan reported that Small Community 

Feasibility Studies are being conducted for 36 small communities within Central California with three being 
in Colusa County.  The purpose of the Studies is to develop alternatives for small communities to achieve 
100-year flood protection.  The feasibility study for the town of Grimes was discussed.  There was 
discussion regarding how the town of Grimes could flood from theoretical levee breaches on the 
Sacramento River.  They also discussed the makeup of the existing levee and the shallow under-seepage 
and erosion. 

 
Manager Bair thanked all for attending the meeting.  He thanked the landowners for their support and 
expressed appreciation for Mrs. Nagy’s efforts to advance the flood protection for our Region.  He also 
commended field staff from RD108 on a great job of maintaining the levees and providing flood fighting as 
needed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
 
Lewis Bair, General Manager 


